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Exam practice - what are our concerns?
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Example 1



PART 1 Multiple-choice cloze task focus:



PART 1 Multiple-choice cloze task focus:



Part 1 consists of a text in which there are eight gaps (plus one 
gap as an example). Candidates have to choose which one of 
the four words or phrases in (each) set fills the gap correctly. 
Candidates are required to draw on their lexical knowledge and 
understanding of the text in order to fill the gaps. Some 
questions test at a phrasal level, such as collocations and set 
phrases. Other questions test meaning at sentence level or 
beyond, with more processing of the text required. A lexico-
grammatical element may be involved, such as when 
candidates have to choose the option which fits correctly with 
a following preposition or verb form.

Source: Cambridge English first for Schools Handbook for Teachers, 2016

PART 1 Multiple-choice cloze task focus:
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PART 1 Multiple-choice cloze task focus:



PART 1 Multiple-choice cloze task focus:



A

• late

• guaranteed

• small

• showing off



B

• previous

• authorised

• rapid

• working out



C

• closing

• enabled

• narrow

• setting down



D

• final

• caused

• short

• turning up



PART 1 Multiple-choice cloze task focus:

Dr Joseph Bell was a distinguished Scottish doctor and professor at 
Edinburgh University in the (1) ......... nineteenth century. He had 
remarkable powers of observation and deduction. This (2) ......... 
him to accumulate useful information about patients in a very 
(3) ......... space of time. He was very good at (4) ......... where his 
patients were from by identifying small differences
in their accents. He could also …



PART 1 Multiple-choice cloze task focus:

Dr Joseph Bell was a distinguished Scottish doctor and professor at 
Edinburgh University in the (A) late nineteenth century. He had 
remarkable powers of observation and deduction. This(C) enabled him 
to accumulate useful information about patients in a very 
(D) short space of time. He was very good at (B) working out where his 
patients were from by identifying small differences
in their accents. He could also …



Think …

1. How challenging was that? 1 (easy) – 10 
(difficult)

2. Which language/skills did you use?

3. Did you enjoy it?

4. Could you adapt this for your classes?
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Example 2



Listening:  PART 1 Multiple choice



Listening:  PART 1 Multiple choice



This part tests candidates’ ability to listen for gist, 
detail, function, purpose, attitude, opinion, genre, 
agreement, etc. in a series of unrelated short texts.
The eight questions in this part of the paper are 
each preceded by a context sentence which is read 
out on the recording. The candidates then have 
time to read each question before hearing the 
recording twice.

Source: Cambridge English first for Schools Handbook for Teachers, 2016

Listening:  PART 1 Multiple choice



This part tests candidates’ ability to listen for gist, 
detail, function, purpose, attitude, opinion, genre, 
agreement, etc. in a series of unrelated short texts.
The eight questions in this part of the paper are 
each preceded by a context sentence which is read 
out on the recording. The candidates then have 
time to read each question before hearing the 
recording twice.

Source: Cambridge English first for Schools Handbook for Teachers, 2016

Listening:  PART 1 Multiple choice
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Dialogue building …

GIRL: 

BOY: 

GIRL:

BOY:
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Dialogue building …

GIRL: How was your holiday, Ben? You went to New York, didn’t you? 

BOY: 

GIRL:

BOY:

GIRL:

BOY:





Think …

1. How challenging was that? 1 (easy) – 10 
(difficult)

2. Which language/skills did you use?

3. Did you enjoy it?

4. Could you adapt this for your classes?







Does exam practice make perfect? 
Depends on the practice 

• Practice makes perfect - about 
10,000+ hours - Malcom 
Gladwell (Outliers: 2008,  Back Bay 
Books)

• Repetitive skill and drill practice, 
Deliberate practice: quality not 
quantity - K. Anders Ericsson 
(Peak: Secrets from the New Science of 
Expertise 2017 Eamon Dolan/Mariner 
Books)



practicemakesperfect.cambridge.org



practicemakesperfect.cambridge.org



Top tips ..?

1



Top tips ..?

2
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