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Future-Proof Competencies: The Skills Students Need for Success

In a world increasingly characterised by volatility, uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity,
certain skills are becoming ever more significant. While a range of competencies have long
been hailed as being of fundamental value to young people’s education, specific new skills
are being recognised as vital by employers and societies around the world. Based on what
current research indicates as being instrumental for young people seeking to achieve
success in their professional and personal lives, this plenary also consists of some
suggestions for how students can be enabled to develop these skills in the English language
classroom.

Dr. Daniel Xerri is a Senior Lecturer in Applied Linguistics and TESOL at the University of
Malta. He is a prolific author who has co-edited nine volumes and produced many articles
on English language education. His most recent book is Innovative Practices in Early English
Language Education (2023, Palgrave Macmillan). www.danielxerri.com
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